
Family Guide
Turkey

“‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance,
and the very ends of the earth as Your possession.’”

— Psalm 2:8, New American Standard Bible 1995



Using this handy family guide, we will travel to a faraway country every month, learn about its
people and culture and pray for them. We will focus on a different least-reached country in
every guide. There are 12 family guides covering 12 countries this year—one for every month. 

Why do we call these countries “least reached”? Many of the people in these countries have
never heard about Jesus, or it’s difficult for them to hear about Him. Even though you won’t
get on a plane to each country, when you pray, you join our adventure—our mission to make
a difference in the lives of the people in each country. 

The best part is you’ll always know what to pray for. This family guide gives you a prayer
request for every day of the week. Moms, dads and kids everywhere will be praying for the
same thing together too. Let’s get started by learning about this month’s country.

A One-Year Prayer
Adventure!



Turkey is an amazing country where ancient history meets modern excitement! Picture yourself
strolling through Istanbul's bustling streets, filled with delicious food smells and friendly faces.
Imagine soaring above the region of Cappadocia in one of the many colorful hot air balloons,
viewing towns built throughout mysterious rocky formations under which civilizations once lived.

This month we are focusing on Turkey–the land where followers of Jesus were first called
Christians (see Acts 11:26)! Turkey is known for its natural wonders, from sandy beaches to beautiful
mountain ranges. It also has many unique shops, called bazaars, where hundreds of thousands of
people shop every day.

WELCOME TO

Turkey!



Fun Facts About Turkey

People who enjoy drinking coffee can thank Turkey for
speeding up the time it takes to brew it. The first methods used
in the 13th century could take more than five hours! Turkish
coffee is tasty, and coffeemakers often add spices and sugar to
it while it is brewing. 

Turkish Delight candy, also called locum, lives up to its name,
delighting both Turks and tourists! Its texture is similar to
gummy candy (like a gummy bear) with many different flavors,
including cinnamon, mint, rosewater and pistachio.

Turkey is known for its beautiful, high-quality rugs. They have
been weaving exquisite rugs for over 800 years! Each region
uses different colors or styles in its designs.

When the Apostle John wrote the book of Revelation in the
Bible, he wrote messages to seven different churches. Every one
of them was located in the country of Turkey, and each one is
still there today in at least some form. Their names are Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. 

The Hagia Sophia is a beautiful, famous building that shows the
religious history of Turkey. It has been an Eastern Orthodox
church, a Catholic church, a mosque, and a museum in its
almost 1,500-year-old existence! 



Ready to pray for the people of Turkey?

Your Prayer Partner,

Lucinda

Please email me, or have a parent email me, if you have any questions or
want to share what you are learning about prayer. I’d love to hear from
you! prayer@jesusfilm.org

Did you know that Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit to help us when we pray? 

“Also, the Spirit helps us. We are very weak, but the Spirit helps us with our weakness. We
do not know how to pray as we should. But the Spirit himself speaks to God for us, even
begs God for us. The Spirit speaks to God with deep feelings that words cannot explain.
God can see what is in people’s hearts. And He knows what is in the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit speaks to God for His people in the way that God wants.” 
— Romans 8:26-27, International Children’s Bible

“Who can say that God’s people are guilty? No one! Christ Jesus died, but that is not all. He
was also raised from death. And now He is on God’s right side and is begging God for us.” 
— Romans 8:34, ICB

Even when we don’t know what to pray, the Holy Spirit prays for us. And He always prays
according to what God wants. This is a powerful truth. Then, to top it off, Jesus sits at God's right
hand presenting our requests to His Father. 

Even if you are by yourself when you pray, you are never praying alone. The Holy Spirit and Jesus
are with you, hearing every prayer and lining up each one with God’s will before presenting them
to our Heavenly Father. 

In the same way, we don’t have to know all the details behind each prayer request in this packet.
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit already know them. And yet, He wants us to
pray for them! As we join in prayer with and for our Turkish Christian brothers and sisters, we can
know that God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are involved in hearing and answering. 

mailto:prayer@jesusfilm.org


Pray the message of Jesus spreads throughout ten
important cities in Turkey: Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir, Bursa,
Adana, Gaziantep, Konya, Antalya, Kayseri and Mersin.
These city names may be hard to pronounce, but God
knows exactly where they are!

Day 1
A mentor is a person who guides someone in becoming
the person they want to be. Mentors on Christian
websites guide people to learn about and live like Jesus.
Ask God to provide more mentors to Turkish people.

Day 5

Ask God to encourage Christian workers to keep up the
good work, even when the work is long and hard. What
they do honors God and makes the world a better place.

Day 2

It’s usually best when Christians in Turkey build trust
with new friends before sharing about Jesus and inviting
their friends to accept Him as their Savior. Pray that God
will give Christians lots of opportunities to meet new
people and build strong friendships with them.

Day 3

Praise God for college students in Turkey who already
know Jesus! Pray God gives them the boldness to share
their faith in Jesus with others, helping them grow a
strong faith muscle.

Day 4

Pray this for every Christian in Turkey:

“Do not worry about anything. But pray and ask God for
everything you need. And when you pray, always give
thanks. And God’s peace will keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus. The peace that God gives is so great that
we cannot understand it.” 
— Philippians 4:6-7, ICB

Day 6

Earthquakes, some small and some large, happen often
in Turkey. Ask for God’s protection during earthquakes
and for Christians to serve their neighbors and share
with them about Jesus during these difficult times. 

Day 7

“He is the One who makes the mountains.
He creates the wind.
He makes His thoughts known to man.
He changes the dawn into darkness.
He walks over the mountains of the earth.
His name is the Lord God of heaven’s armies.” 

— Amos 4:13, ICB

Week 1 requests



Week 1 Activity: Word Search

BAZAAR
CONTINENTS
EPHESUS

ISTANBUL 
LAODICEA
LEASTREACHED 

MOUNTAINS
PERGAMUM
SARDIS

SMYRNA
TURKEY
TURKISHCOFFEE

WORD LIST:



Ask God to provide equipment that Christians in Turkey
can use to share the story of Jesus. Pray He provides a
place where Christians can create things like videos,
radio programs and podcasts that help people learn
about Jesus.

Day 8

Soon there will be a gathering of Christian workers. Ask
God to give them good ideas and plans, and for
everyone to be encouraged.

Day 13

The people who make heart language Bibles and Christian
videos (we’ll call them “makers”) are usually not the ones
who take those tools to Turkey and other places so that
people can hear about Jesus in their heart language (we’ll
call these people “takers”). If the makers didn’t make the
tools, then the takers couldn’t take them where they need
to go. Both the makers and the takers are important and
needed to get the job done. Let’s pray for the safety and
well-being of those who make and take gospel tools to all
people in Turkey.

Did you know that God has created each of His children to
do something special to please Him? If Jesus is your Savior,
then someday you will know if He has made you a maker or
a taker, or if He has some other way for you to serve Him.
Thank God He lets His children join Him in the work He is
doing in our world.

Day 12

By looking at the map of Turkey here in this Family
Guide, you can see that the country is a kind of bridge
that connects two big masses of land, called continents.
Many people use Turkey as a route to escape their home
country because they are afraid to stay. People who
escape their home countries this way are called
refugees. Some refugees make Turkey their new home
country; others just pass through it. Ask God to show His
churches in Turkey how they may show Jesus’s love,
compassion and friendship to these people.

Day 10

Day 11
Whenever anyone wants to travel from their own country
to another country, they need to get permission from the
country they are visiting. Pray that Turkey will give
Christians coming from other countries permission to visit
or even to live there to share God’s love with its people.

Pray that Christian gatherings in Turkey would follow
Paul’s instructions from this Bible verse:

“Let the teaching of Christ live in you richly. Use all
wisdom to teach and strengthen each other. Sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with thankfulness in
your hearts to God.” 
— Colossians 3:16, ICB

Day 9

Have you ever tried digging in soil that’s almost rock-
hard? It’s really hard work breaking up the ground, but
we keep on digging until the job is done, don’t we? That
can be the condition of the hearts of many college
students—so hard, in fact, that the love of Jesus can
barely find a way in. Ask God to help Christians pray
every day for students’ hearts to become softer—even if
it takes a really long time—until those hearts are ready to
welcome Him. When praying becomes hard work, don’t
stop until the job is done.

Day 14

“Then I looked, and there was a great
number of people. There were so many
people that no one could count them. They
were from every nation, tribe, people, and
language of the earth. …” 

— Revelation 7:9, ICB

Week 2 requests



W
eek 2 Activity: M

ountain M
aze



Marriage is meant to be a blessing to a man and a
woman. Like a lot of good things, marriage can
sometimes be hard work. It makes sense to find out
what God wants marriages to be like, since marriage was
His idea in the first place. He knows best, so each
woman can be the best wife to her husband, each man
the best husband to his wife, and together they can be
the best parents to their kids. Pray that men and women
in Turkey will seek what God’s Word says about marriage
and about loving each other as God would want them to.
And remember to pray for your mom and dad, too.

Day 21 

Christian workers who have moved away from home to
serve God somewhere else are glad to have a coach who
makes sure they have what they need to do their work
well. Pray that God will help the coaches know exactly
what the workers need.

Day 19

Pray that God’s people in Turkey would be always
watching, waiting and expecting Him to do mighty things
in their nation!

Day 16

There are some towns and even whole provinces in
Turkey with no churches at all and very few people who
believe in Jesus. Pray God provides trustworthy mentors
to help those believers grow in their faith so that they
tell their friends and families about Jesus.

Day 17

Day 20
Years ago, Christian workers arrived in Turkey from other
countries to tell people about Jesus and to help start
churches there. Now these new, local believers have
grown up in their faith and are learning to become church
leaders too. Pray that God will help them to lead wisely.

Taking time to thank God is an important part of prayer.
We show God how grateful we are when we spend time
telling Him what we are thankful for. Let's pray that the
Christians in Turkey would be thankful to God as this
verse describes:

“Thank the Lord because He is good. His love continues
forever. …You are my God, and I will thank You. You are
my God, and I will praise Your greatness. Thank the Lord
because He is good. His love continues forever.” 
— Psalm 118:1, 28-29, ICB

Day 18

Many young people in Turkey have been taught to believe
in a certain god that is not the Bible’s God. Now many of
them are doubting those beliefs and have questions
about what they’ve been taught. Pray the true God will
lead them to clear answers in the Bible.

Day 15

“The Father has loved us so much! He loved
us so much that we are called children of
God. And we really are His children… .” 

— 1 John 3:1, ICB

Week 3 requests



Week 3 Activity: Hagia Sophia Coloring Page



Do you know how God grows His family in our world?
Usually, one Christian tells another person about Jesus.
That’s it! If that person accepts Jesus as their Savior,
their faith grows, and one day that person tells someone
else about Jesus. That’s why it’s so important to talk with
your friends or siblings or neighbors about Jesus’ love
and about your own faith in Him. Pray that Christians in
Turkey will talk to others about their faith in Jesus.

Day 27

Young people in Turkey enjoy learning different
languages. Some of them join language clubs where they
can make new friends and practice the language they’re
learning. Pray that through these language clubs
Christians and students who want to know about Jesus
can get to know each other.

Day 26

When God inspires Christians to serve Him in some way,
He provides the supplies and money they need to do it.
Ask God to help Christians to be good managers of what
God provides and to trust Him for all their needs.

Day 23

Christian workers sometimes grow weary and the work
can be really hard. Ask God to encourage these workers
in Turkey and give them new energy and excitement so
they can keep working hard. There are so many people
who still need to know about God’s love and forgiveness.

Day 24

Day 25
Praise God that more and more people from Turkey are
visiting Christian social media channels and finding
videos about the God of the Bible. Ask Him to lead many
more people to find these videos and experience the
love and goodness He freely offers to everyone.

There are things about Turkey’s government and
leadership that make many people living there feel sad
and hopeless. Ask God to use this hard situation to draw
people to Himself. 

Day 22

Pray for Turkish people to go to the Lord in prayer even
when they face many challenges. May they discover the
beautiful promise of Jesus in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come
to Me, all of you who are tired and have heavy loads. I
will give you rest. Accept My work and learn from Me. I
am gentle and humble in spirit. And you will find rest for
your souls. The work that I ask you to accept is easy. The
load I give you to carry is not heavy” (ICB).

Day 28

“People everywhere will remember
and will turn to the Lord.
All the families of the nations
will worship Him.
This is because the Lord is King.
He rules the nations.”

– Psalm 22:27-28, ICB

Week 4 requests



Week 4 Activity: Trace John 14:6 in Turkish

'İsa, “Yol, gerçek ve 
yaşam Ben'im” dedi. 
“Benim aracılığım 
olmadan Baba'ya 
kimse gelemez. '
KUTSAL KİTAP Yeni Çeviri Yuhanna 14:6

Jesus answered, “I am the way. And I am the truth and the life. The only way to the Father is through me.”
— John 14:6, ICB



When students go to college, they learn new facts and
skills, but their classes usually do not teach about the
God of the Bible. God wants students to hear His good
news and to trust Him. He also wants His followers to
grow in important ways     in love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Pray that Turkish college students will meet
Jesus, and for Christian friends to come alongside them
to help them grow and to become more like Him.

Day 30

Pray for bold, fearless faith in the lives of believers
across Turkey.

Day 29
Lord Jesus, we thank You for giving us a chance to pray
for Turkey each day this month. We believe You will
continue Your work there until everyone has heard
clearly about Jesus and been invited to follow Him.
Someday we’ll see how You answered our prayers. May
heaven be filled with Turkish people who started to
follow Jesus in part due to our prayers this month. We
give you all honor and praise.

Day 31

Week 5 requests



Resources

Prayercast has great prayer videos.
https://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html

We also have multiple other films and short films
available. https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch.html

Joshua Project has a tremendous amount of information about every country. This link will take you to
information about Turkey. 
https://joshuaproject.net/countries/TU

A great way to help someone learn more about Jesus is to share the JESUS film in their heart language.
We have the film in over 2,000 languages on our website. 
https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch/jesus.html/english.html

The Jesus Film Project app is completely free and available on iOS and Android
devices. Get the app now and start watching and sharing a huge library of Jesus-
centered films.

For more Jesus Film Project   prayer resources—including access to each month’s family prayer guide—
visit the prayer page on the Jesus Film Project website.
jesusfilm.org/pray

®

https://www.prayercast.com/turkey.html
https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch.html
https://joshuaproject.net/countries/TU
https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch/jesus.html/english.html
https://www.jesusfilm.org/partners/resources/pray/
https://www.jesusfilm.org/partners/resources/pray/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/jesus-film-project/id550525738
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=jesus+film+project&c=apps&hl=en&gl=US


This family guide is part of For the Least Reached: A Year of Prayer—a one-year prayer
initiative created by Jesus Film Project. It’s a great way for families to pray together for
countries and people in the world who still don’t know love, hope and forgiveness in Jesus.
A new family guide is available every month. 

Learn more at jesusfilm.org/pray.

https://www.jesusfilm.org/partners/resources/pray/
https://www.jesusfilm.org/partners/resources/pray/
https://www.jesusfilm.org/partners/resources/pray/

